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DETAILED ACTION 



Per Applicant 's Request for Continued Examination : 

Claims 1-3, 5, 7-12, 14, 15, 17 and 24-29 have been amended. 
Claims 18-21 have been cancelled. 
Claims 1-17 and 22-29 are pending . 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1,114 
1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this appUcation is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Apphcant's submission filed on 11/10/2005 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5. 7. 8-12. 14. 15, 17 and 24-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claims contain 
subject matter, which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Applicant has amended claims 1-3, 5, 7, 8-12, 14, 15, 
17 and 24-29 by adding, '' an audible voice". However, this new limitation is not described in the 
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specification and there is no indication that Applicant had possession of the claimed invention at 
the time of filing. 



Response to Arguments 

4. In the remarks (page 17), the AppHcant has added new limitations and argues in 
substance that the combination of references, Tsujimoto (USPN 6,271,841) and Kubota et al 
(USPN 5,754,172), fail to teach, ''outputting the text content of the received news information as 
an audible voice *\ 

In response to Applicant's argument, the audible feature of this limitation appears to be 
new matter and is not described in the specification. Although the claims have been rejected 
under 35 U.S.C 112 1^ paragraph for not complying with the written description requirement 
(see 112 rejection above), Tsujimoto does teach that the animated image reads the news items 
instead of displaying the caption text of the news, and in synchronization with the image 
synthesizer, the audio of the animated image is output in the form of sound (coL8 lines 10-17) 
thereby allowing the operator to listen to the news without having to read the news captions. 
Thus, it is obviously inherent that the voice output in the form of sound would be audible to the 
operator, since the operator is able to listen to the news output by voice synthesized with the 
animated image. Therefore the combination of Tsujimoto and Kubota et al meets the scope of the 
claimed limitation. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
ha\dng ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-17 and 22-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tsujimoto (USPN 6,271,841) in view ofKubota et al (USPN 5,754,172). 

a. Per claim 1, Tsujimoto teaches an information processing system comprising a 
transmitting apparatus for transmitting news information that contains text, and a receiving 
apparatus communicably connected to said transmitting apparatus for receiving the news 
information, wherein said receiving apparatus includes: 

■ voice output means for outputting the text content of the received news 
information as an audible voice (col.5 line 60-col.6 Hne 3, col.7 line 60-col.8 line 
23; provision for sound and voice output of news information via signal and 
speaker); and 

■ (Abstract, Figure 1, column 3 line 54-column 4 line 4, column 4 line 61 -column 5 
line 3 and); and 

■ display means for displaying an animation, which imitates a speaking individual, 
in conformity with the output of said audible voice (Abstract, Figure 9, col.3 lines 
6-29 and 42-59, col. 14 lines 9-45; provision for displaying animation audibly 
speaking, synchronizing the mouth movements and sound output). 

Tsujimoto teaches audio input signals wherein the user could communicate and 

input commands by voice (Figure 1, col.2 lines 14-35). Yet, Tsujimoto fails to explicitly teach 

outputting the text content of the received new information as voice in an order predetermined 

based upon the content of the news information and in an order predetermined for every genre of 
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news information, wherein the genre is capable of being accepted by a designation from a user. 
However, Kubota et al disclose the user selecting an order for outputting the different news 
genres (Figure 9, col.2 lines 6-65, coL3 lines 19-48, col.4 lines 40-53, col.lO lines 25-52, col.l2 
lines 51-53, col 14 lines 4-67, col. 15 lines 40-55, col. 17 lines 50-56). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Tsujimoto and Kubota et al for the purpose of 
provisioning organization and user-friendly preferences to the user, along with designation 
capabilities for ordering the news data according to their preference and allowing for the 
designation to be made via voice/audio-input; because it would allow the user to control the 
sequencing of the news based on their own prioritization scheme using voice commands. 

b. Claims 2, 3 and 7-9 contain limitations that are substantially equivalent to claim 
1 and are therefore rejected on the same basis. 

c. Per claim 11, Tsujimoto teaches an information processing system having a first 
communication apparatus for transmitting news information that contains text, and a second 
communication apparatus communicably connected to said first communication apparatus for 
receiving the news information from said first communication apparatus, wherein said second 
communication apparatus includes: 

■ voice output means for outputting the content of the received news information as 
an audible voice (col.5 line 60-coL6 line 3, col.7 line 60-col.8 line 23; provision 
for sound and voice output of news information via signal and speaker); 
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■ display means for displaying an animation, which imitates a speaking individual, 
in conformity with the output of said audible voice (Abstract, Figure 1, column 4 
line 5-column 6 line 3, column 7 line 18-column 8 line 23 and column 8 line 54- 
column 9 line 3; provision for display of animation speaking in synchronization 
with the voice output of news information); 

■ acceptance means for accepting a designation of type of the news information by 
voice (column 7 line 60-column 8 line 23; acceptance of news weather forecast); 
and 

■ notification means for notifying said first communication apparatus of the type of 
news information designated (column 7 Une 60-column 8 line 67; detection and 
notification of user's preferred news information); 

■ wherein said first communication apparatus transmits the news information, 
which belongs to the designated type of which it has been notified by said second 
communication apparatus, to said second communication apparatus preferentially 
(column 3 line 54-column 5 line 3 and column 7 line 18-column 8 line 67; news 
information and audio signals are transmitted from information processor to 
user's device). 

Tsujimoto teaches audio input signals wherein the user could communicate and 
input commands by vocally (Figure 1, col.2 lines 14-35). Yet, Tsujimoto fails to explicitly teach 
outputting the content of the received new information as voice in an order predetermined for 
every genre of news information, wherein the genre is capable of being accepted by a 
designation from a user. However, Kubota et al disclose the user selecting an order for 
outputting the different news genres (Figure 9, col.2 lines 6-65, col.3 lines 19-48, col.4 lines 40- 
53, col.lO lines 25-52, colli lines 4-67, col.l4 lines 4-67, coL15 lines 40-55, col.l7 lines 50- 
56). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Tsujimoto and Kubota et al for the purpose of 
provisioning organization and user-friendly preferences to the user, along with designation 
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capabilities for ordering the news data according to their preference and allowing for the 
designation to be made via voice/audio-input; because it would allow the user to control the 
sequencing of the news based on their own prioritization scheme using voice commands. 

d. Claims 10, 12, 17 and 24-29 contain limitations that are substantially equivalent 
to claim 1 1 and are therefore rejected under the same basis. 

e. Per claim 4, Tsujimoto and Kubota et al teach the apparatus according to claim 2, 
Kubota et al further teach the apparatus, wherein said receiving apparatus receives the news 
information from said transmitting apparatus periodically; said receiving apparatus further 
including storage means for storing the received news information; wherein only fresh news 
information from among the received news information is stored in said storage means (col. 4 
lines 40-53). 

f Claims 13 and 14 are substantially similar to claims 3 and 4 and are therefore 
rejected under the same basis. 

g. Per claim 5, Kubota et al teach the apparatus according to claim 4, further 
comprising: means for determining, whenever content of the news information is output by said 
voice output means, whether fresh news information has been stored in said storage means; and 
means for determining degree of importance of content of the fresh news information if it is 
determined that the fresh news information has been stored; wherein said voice output means 
outputs content of the fresh news information as audible voice preferentially if the degree of 
importance of the content of the fresh news information is higher than that of the content of other 
news information (col.2 line 43-col.3 line 48, col.4 lines 40-62, col. 12 line 51-coI.13 line 13, 
col. 14 lines 62-67, col, 17 lines 57-67), 
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h. Per claim 6, Tsujimoto and Kubota et al teach the apparatus according to claim 2, 
Kubota et al further teach the apparatus, wherein the order is capable of being set by a user 
(Figure 9, col2 line 2-col.3 line 48,col.l0 line 41-col.ll line 50, col. 15 lines 1-56, col. 17 lines 
57-67). 

i. Claim 16 is substantially equivalent to claim 6 and is therefore rejected under the 
same basis. 

j. Per claim 15, Kubota et al teach the apparatus according to claim 14, further 
comprises means for determining, whenever content of the news information is output by said 
voice output means, whether the designation of the type of news information has been made; 
wherein said voice output means outputs the text content of the news information, which belongs 
to the type designated, as an audible voice preferentially if the designation has been made (col. 4 
lines 40-53, col.lO lines 25-52, colli lines 45-50, col.l2 line 45-coL13 line 12, col.l4 lines 2- 
67, col.l5 lines 41-55; Tsujimoto: col.8 lines 10-17). 

k. Per claim 22, Tsujimoto and Kubota et al teach the system according to claim 12, 
wherein said communication apparatus has means for creating a document, which is described by 
operation description language, that defines processing executed by said display means and said 
acceptance means, said document incorporating the received news information (col. 4 line 35- 
col.5 line 25, col.8 lines 9-37, col. 10 lines 25-40, col. 13 line 39-col.l4 line 61). 

1. Claim 23 is substantially equivalent to claim 22 and is therefore rejected under 
the same basis. 
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Conclusion 



7. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure: Merrill et al (USPN 6,181,351), Eberle et al (USPN 6,885,734), Uppaluru (USPN 
5,915,001), Wynblatt et al (USPN 6,018,710), Brown et al (USPN 6,587,822), Brocious et al 
(USPN 6,745,163), Chung et al (USPN 6,115,686), Luther (USPN 5,555,343), Hoory et al 
(USPN 6,785,649), 



examiner should be directed to Kristie Shingles whose telephone number is 571-272-3888. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kristie Shingles 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2141 



8. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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